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Charles A. Harold
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Subject: Administrative Review Determination — Retiree Health Coverage

Dear Charles A. Harold,

This letter confirms the outcome of your requestto remain enrolled in the UC High Option
Supplement plan rather than transitioning to coverage through Via Benefits.

After completing a formal Administrative Review through RASC, your request has been
denied.

Our review considered the relevant provisions of the UC Retiree Health Benefits Program and
the Group Insurance Regulations (GIR). Our records indicate that:

e You elected regular retirement in June 2015.

e You are not receiving UCRP Disability Income.

e Your Medicare eligibility status.

e You currently reside outside of California.

Under UC retiree health program rules, retirees residing outside of California are required to
obtain medical coverage through Via Benefits. There is no policy provision allowing continued
enrollment in the UC High Option Supplement plan for out-of-state retirees absent a return to
California residency. Disability status or retirement history does not alter eligibility under
these provisions.

If you disagree with this determination, you have the right to appeal. Appeal procedures are
outlined in Part IV of the Group Insurance Regulations for Retirees, Section 6001-A (Retiree
Health and Welfare Appeal Procedures); please see the enclosed materials. Any appeal must
be submitted in accordance with those procedures.

You still have the option to enroll in a medical plan through Via Benefits with an effective date
of May 1, 2026. If you do not complete enrollment through Via Benefits, your current UC High
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Option Supplement coverage will be suspended on April 30, 2026, due to non-compliance
with UC retiree health policy.

To enroll, please contact Via Benefits at 1-888-827-4793. When speaking with a Benefits
Analyst, please indicate that you are a UC retiree and eligible for HRA funding. Your contact
information has already been shared with Via Benefits to faciljtate enrollment.

If you have questions regarding this determination or the appeal process, please contact
RASC for further assistance.

Regards,

Jeanine Williams-Cook
Benefits Analyst Il
RASC Insurance Team
800-888-826
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (PLAN)
PROCEDURES FOR A REQUEST FOR RETIREE HEALTH
AND WELFARE APPEAL

A member, survivor, contingent annuitant, or beneficiary must submit a request to receive
benefits or a distribution from the Plan. A request for Retiree Health and Welfare Benefits must
be made in accordance with procedures established by the Plan Administrator. No Plan
distribution will be made until an individual has submitted a formal request for benefits and has
provided the required eligibility information regarding the request. If the Plan Administrator fails
to act on the benefits request within 90 days, the claimant may assume that the request for
benefits has been denied.

If a request for Plan benefits is denied in whole or in part, the UC Retirement Administration
Service Center (RASC), on behalf of the Plan, will notify the individual in writing, explaining the
reason for the denial.

Administrative Review

The individual may ask to have the denial of the benefit reviewed. The request must be in
writing, accompanied by all relevant documentation supporting the claim, including the basis of
the claim, the desired outcome, and why the claim should be granted.

Generally, the request goes through an Administrative Review process within 60 days of RASC
receiving the request and any other required information. However, based on the complexity of
the claim, the process may take up to 90 days.

The RASC will notify the claimant of its decision in writing. If the Administrative Review is
denied, the RASC will explain the reason for denial in writing and notify the claimant that they
may request an independent review of the denial by the Plan Administrator.

Appeal to Plan Administrator

The Appeal to Plan Administrator must be made within 60 days of receiving a written denial
notice of the Administrative Review. The Appeal must be in writing, accompanied by any
additional documentation supporting the claim. The written Appeal must:

(a) include an appeal watermark cover page;

(b) request a review of the application for benefits by the Plan Administrator;

(c) set forth all of the reasons upon which the request for review is based and any facts in
support thereof; and

(d) set forth any issues or comments which the claimant deems relevant to the application.



Please send the appeal request for Plan Administrator review addressed to:

UC Retirement Administration Service Center
Attention: Administration Review and Appeals
University of California
1111 Franklin St.

Oakland, CA 94607

The claimant will receive a written response to the Appeal from the Plan Administrator within
120 days unless unusual circumstances are involved.

If, after exhausting these administrative claims procedures, the claimant still believes that a
benefit has been improperly denied or paid, the claimant has the right to seek judicial review.

Appeal Related to Medicare Enroliment

- There are different appeals processes based on Medicare enroliment. The appeals processes
for Medicare Parts A and B differ if a beneficiary is enrolled in Original Medicare (Fee-For-
Service Medicare) versus enrollment in a Medicare Advantage managed care plan.

For Original Medicare Enrollees

For disagreements with a coverage or payment decision by Original Medicare, your Medicare
Advantage or other Medicare health plan, or your Medicare drug plan, the claimant must file an
appeal directly to Medicare. For more information on Medicare’s appeals process, including the
right to a fast appeal, contact 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) or visit
Medicare.gov/appeals.

For Medicare Advantage Enrollees

Beneficiaries enrolled in a Medicare Advantage (MA) plan can request an expedited review if
the timeframe for a standard appeal could seriously jeopardize the member’s health or ability to
gain maximum function. This faster appeal process can be used to request medical care from
the MA plan and to appeal an MA plan denial of service or termination of care. An MA plan
member who wants an expedited review should contact the MA plan’s member services
department (the number is located on the back of your insurance card).



